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For those who aren't f amiliar,
Chris Ofili is a painter. He's also a
sculptor , and has done a f air
amount of colla ge work, too. He
has, over the course of his 10- or
15-year car eer, upset folks a t
times with his art, because he is
not afraid to make it of and a bout
whatev er he wishes, and some
people aren't comf ortab le with
that. (Which, one could argue, is
their loss .)

But right no w, at the Arts Club
of Chica go, we have the oppor tu-
nity to meet Ofili the dra wer.
Pencil, pa per, subject, talent.
These are the primary tools on
displa y (though there are mor e
than a few wa tercolors , as well),
and through them it's easy to f all
for Ofili not because of the cul-
tur e that many feel he r epresents,
but because of the care and detail
he puts into his w ork.

The solo show's execution a t
the Arts Club, a v enue that some-
times feels too large for a single
ar tist, presents us with the op-
por tunity to ease into Ofili's
oeuvre . We begin with ªInter-
twinedº w hic h, like most of the
other pencil-and-paper w orks in
this sho w, por tra ys an oversim-
plified silhouette of a w oman
whic h, in this instance, delica tely
overla ps with the silhouette of
another silhouette, facing the
opposite dir ection.

Ther e is an overab undance of
white space, w hic h draws all the
attention to the outlines tha t
make up these silhouettes:
dark er than dark little k er nels of
graphite s wir led into expensi ve
paper not with a heavy hand, b ut
an exquisite one. Those little
nuggets, it becomes a pparent
upon (very) close inspection, ar e
not arbitrary little pencil mar k-
ings, but teen y, tiny little f aces
that almost look as if (could it be?
yes!) they're smiling. Wha t's
more, those f aces, mere centi-
meters in siz e, are sporting larg e
heads of hair: A fros . And all
those tin y, smiling afr os, im-
maculatel y lined end to end on
l il y white pa per, are the crux of
this exhibit, and it's ha ppy-mak-
ing.

The exhibit's title, ªAfr otran-
slinear ,º is lifted from the name
of one of the w orks . Almost e very
drawing here incor pora tes ªafr oº
into its title, and near ly all of
them utilize Ofili's trademar k
chain of smiling A fr o heads to

draw the big ger pictur e. Many of
them are women, car toonlike
and voluptuous , some of them
nude, smiling kno wingl y with
plump lips; other drawings her e
are simple, abstract plays on
words (ªBr ooklyn ,º ªd'afr oª) or
graphic designs. ªAlbinos & Br os
with F rosª is a visually balanced
collection of hundreds of its
titular characters pouring into
the horizon of the w ork; ªAf-
romatrix-112 ª is a quir ky study in
varia tions of Ofili's A fr oed char-
acters o ver a seven-y ear span
display ed family-tr ee style on a
framed bac kdrop.

The watercolors , many of
whic h belong to Ofili's series of
ªAfromuses ,º r eflect the style b y
whic h most fans know his w ork:
simple , colorful portraits of b lack
women and men, their hair and
clothes varying from frame to
frame , but their expr essions
consistentl y pleasant. The Brit-
i sh-born , Nig erian ar tist li ves
and w orks in T rinidad , and it's
nice to imagine him in his studio ,
composing portrait after por trait
of these bright c haracters , paus-
ing on occasion to w ork on his
tin y communities of A fro-touting
smiley f aces. If there are contr o-
versial thr eats buried some-
wher e in the psy che of Ofili's
other w ork, they w ere pur pose-
full y left at the door of the Ar ts
Club this time ar ound.

Chris Ofili, ªAfr otranslinear,º
at The Arts Club of Chica go, 201E.
Ontario St., 3 12-787-3997; art-
sclubchicago.org . Thr ough Dec.
22.

Carl Kohler at
Regenstein Library

Univ ersity of Chicago's main
l ibrary isn't typically a visual
ar ts destination. But thanks to
the effor ts of Henry K ohler , son
of Swedish neo-modernist ar tist
Car l K ohler , a modest exhibit of
por traits there made its way onto
my to-visit list this fall, and is
wor th adding to y ours , pr esum-
ing you can ignore the hoi polloi
of computer terminals and f ocus
on the w orks , despite their
shoddy installa tion.

Kohler , who died in 2006 at age
87, practiced visual arts but was
obsessed with e very other ar tis-
tic discipline, from dance to
theater and classical music .
Dubbed ªBeyond W ords: Author
Por traits by Carl K ohler ,º this
collection focuses on his a bstract
figurativ e paintings of 20th cen-

tury literary stars, inc luding
Virginia W oolf , Franz Kafka and
Joyce Carol Oa tes.

While K ohler was a contempo-
r ary of se veral of his subjects, he
drew, painted and colla ged based
on what he gleaned from his
subject's writing, as por trait
sessions in Sweden w ere often
out of the question. ªJames J oyce
Getting Blindº is penned with the
intensity of someone str uggling
to make a point on deaf ears;
ªHenry Miller as Demonª is
i llustra ted via w oodblock
pressed into sepia-stained ne ws-
paper. Colla ge was a common
device , as in ªSamuel Bec kett
from the film Silence to Silence ,º
wher e pencil, ink and paper ar e
wielded into humanistic traits .
But K ohler was also well v ersed
in oil painting, exemplary in a
por trait of Marina Tsvetajeva
placed under a glass display case ,
as opposed to pr operl y framed.

Ther ein lies the fr ustration:
Kohler's w orks deserve better
than to be w edged into cr ookedly
hung, craft-store matting co vered
with transparent plastic. T his
collection landed at U. of C. in
September after a jour ney tha t
origina ted two years ago in
Stockholm under Henry K ohler's
dir ection; it's since been installed

in the Br ookl yn Public Library
and libraries in W ashington,
D.C., and Toronto . Here's hoping
any interest (and there's been a
lot) spawned during this inaugu-
r al North American tour of K oh-
ler's w ork will g ar ner some funds
for a proper r etur n someday.

ªBeyond Words: Author P or-
traits by Carl Kohlerº at Uni ver-
sity of Chica go's Regenstein Li-
brary , 1100 E.57th St., 773-834-1519;
l ib.uchicago.edu/e/whatsnew .
Thr ough Dec. 11.

lviera@tribune.com

AR T RE VIEW

Afro-fantastic Ofili takes over Arts Club

Carl Kohler' s portrait of Marina Tsvetajev a on display at the Univ ersit y of Chic ago' s Regenst ein Libr ary, 

Chris Ofili's intric at e drawing ª Afr o dazeº is part of an exhibit of Ofili' s
drawing s and w atercolor s at the Arts Club of Chic ago.

By Lauren V iera
TRIBUNE REPORTER

:6+: /!54 $(>(A 547!!4 H @DA/(2B!!& /D )3+33 H :%988%;(-5'DFH ;(-5'DF=$<@ H @(>(F!@!>4 7!5!71!5 (AA 7DFE45 H /D>>!75 7!5;<>5D'A! G<7 (AA 4(.!5 H @254 '! (4 A!(54 +: -!(75 <A# H F(@'AD>F ;7<'A!@? $(AA :%988%"+,%+)3)
! +8:8 G<7!54 $<2>4- ;<4(/(4<@D $<@@2>D4-& /D5$<>5D>

(AA !-!5 (7! <> -<2=
,+1*!?9# %/%3- ;?11;% :8/% -80 :+=%5

(9'& .!- 9816 "/%3-89%)2 $+1% 2?12

240+3%;- ?91!% 7+;: 8$ -803 !+9'5

,!8)2 #8?9# 18 .?96 >?/% 1!% '?*%

+ ;?11;% 2!+=% +9' ;%1 )%: @-5

<1)2 1?:% 18 *8:% 801 +9' ;C*0=
qb\j fbpr\ibc] banc " orW]

;y*)  cl eifYr[gnn, fbkrc ]`[r^n
.""*3 #y){#*!A

hsX ^kco^

!+<( dm q gs_h  × qkjqslc  × ""+m"z#mz*+%
^AOQKTHK5KDM KD O7AO?; • ; TDP AO?=CDTHK5OP =O?9KQO
q kjqslcgsdp 3̂  gs_lo^]  nsfjgX  ^ kco  ^ ]c_o

c bod  " p sX^  × n_oo bs_hjdl
f|n * ;C z × ^T; * ;C % × ^:D (B ;C %

rOQCGO T NTD CD 
nTQORCCI

nCHHC8 := CD
]8K;;O?

Ybenc2]
pWc\jir

Ybenc2]
gr\in

Ö YS:N>@>BBM
Ö YS>F fJCNO

Ö eNOJ9F = YJON YJO:K< :B <J4N (;
Ö YS:N>@>BBM
Ö YS>F fJCNO

  enc2] ]\roi[e
Ö YS:N>@>BBM
Ö n6PN@:JBCSG YS>F:K
Ö ]JON VJ@@N>
Ö  r8SJGSQGN JC eNOJ9F 

SCO Yion YJO:K

sgg ]c] o^rcc] ^ cd ^sgo{+#**
;L?C:ML ((V+B

]LO nT=;O=; ZT6 ;C 
oHKGKDT;O ]CODTKH n:DM:=

^kjdX ]co^
^LKD6;CO=mQCG 
/zBB4 !%B|(+B*

!+(B dC?;L ^LO?KPTD _CTP- qLKQTMC jg %B%#B

× qCHP gT=O? ]?OT;GOD;
× *%. ^:QQO== _T;O

× dC bKHH=- dC bTKD- dC ^KPO oNNOQ;= 
× n?OO nCHHC8 \A b?CQOP:?O

cDH6 {!BB
_OMm {(-<BBm

o7AK?O= dC9OGRO? <*;L- <B(Bm

n?OO qCD=:H;T;KCD
+B fKD:;O b?CQOP:?O

Product: CTBroadsheet PubDate: 11-19-2010 Zone: C Edition: FRI Page: OTTADVP10-16 User: cci Time: 11-17-2010 20:14 Color: CMYK


