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Literary Art in Brooklyn

Carl Kéhler’s author portraits in at the Central Library in Brooklyn, New York

Librarv geers in Brooklvn are in for something different: The Central Library at Grand
Army Plaza greets them with some twentv author portraits done by Swedish artist Carl
Kihler (1g19-2006].

“It certainlvy deezn’t happen evervy day that we show works like thiz coming from across
the ocean and far awav,” zavs Barbara Wing, Manager of Exhibitions at the library.

The portraitz — depicting authors like Franz Kafka, Virginia Woolf, Samuel Beckett, and
Gunnar Ekelif among others — ended up in Brooklvn, thanks to Carl Kéhler's son Henrv
Kihler, who iz passionate about promoting his father’s art. Though the name Carl Eshler
means little to the general audience, it's a well known name among art connoizseurs.
Born in Stockholm in 1919, Kdhler studied at Konsthogskelan in Stockholm as well az at
Academie de la Grande Chaumiére in Pariz. He worked mainly with painting and
collage, experimenting freelv with different expreszions. technigues and subjects which
he found in the worlds of theatre, music, dance and literature. Using oil, acrvlic,
drawings and graphics, he worked in the modernizst tradition. After a period of painting
on canvas, he moved over to raw materials, such az plvwood.

“Henrv Kihler sent a propesal to the Brooklvn Librarv. and when I looked closer at his
father's art, I zaw just how strong it was.” explains Wing. “It's verv good and of course
with the author portraits it's a perfect fit for a librarv.”

Carl Kidhler displaved hiz work throughout Sweden. He received several cultural and art
zcholarships during his life, the last of which was awarded from the Swedish Painters
Seciety when he was 8s.

“Bv father was verv interezsted in literature,” Henrv Kdhler writes. “Especially French
literature and the French language. And there are manv French author portraits in this
exhibition.”

Indeed, there are pertraits of Guillaume Apollinaire, the famous surrealist peet, as well
as Claude Simon, Nobel Laureate in Literature in 1985,

“Father had a strong sense for people’s faces, characters, and bodiez.” Henrv Kihler
continues.

Apart from a few exhibitions az a student in Pariz and one later on in Canada, Carl
Kihler never exhibited outzide Sweden during hiz lifetime. Unlike many of hiz
contemporaries, he was a familv man who didn’t while away at bars and pubs. Barbara
Wing calls him a pure artist:

“It doesn’t seem azs though he did much to market himszelf. He seems to have lived and
breathed art.”

During hiz last vears, Carl Edhler mentioned wanting to have an exhibition with author
portraits. It didn't happen then. Instead it is happening now. Kihler didn't leave a will,
but told hizs children (Henry and daughter Frida) to “take care of mv art work,” which is
what thev are now doing by making sure it iz zeen by a broader audience. There have
been exhibitions in Stockholm at Strindbergsmuseet and Konserthuset, and they also
have ambitions for more exhibitions in the future. As for the exhibition at the Brooklyn
Central Library, Henrv Kéhler writes:

“Mv father would have been deeply moved and honored over this.”

The exhibition opened on Februaryv 2 and runs through April 4. It will thereafter move
to the Swedizh Seamen’s Church in New York Citv.

For more information:

Gunnar Ekeldf az zeen by
Carl Edhler.

Fuszian poet Marina
Tzvetaeva, by Edhler.

Barbara Wing, Manager of
Exhibitions at Brooklvn
Central Library, holdz one
of Carl Kihler's author
portraits (this one iz of
Giinther Grass) while
putting up the art work.
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